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Mr. Eaton says the Government did know the facts gi\ m the letter of General Jackson to be true by frequent co munications made to it. And then he makes this striki comment, which I adopt as the best thing that could be s; about this mishap:
"We would, however, recommend in all cases when measure is to be proceeded in, either from necessity 01 well-founded apprehension of its propriety, that the Gove: ment should adopt it without fear or trembling, or a regc to the consequences involved; nor leave to be determir by success or failure of the design whether an officer acti upon his own responsibility and for the good of his cotur shall become the subject of commendation or reproof."
This criticism carries with it an implication of distrust to the good faith of the Secretary of War, leaving the rea< to infer not only that the Government put the respoiisibil on the general in the field, but that it intended to appn or dissent from his action, as might be the Governc interest, after the general had acted; and but for the f that it was the Government, the Secretary of War, w; from his high position and sacred trust, cannot, by anythi less than affirmative proof of the highest character, be im] cated in shirking a responsibility of such supreme importai and casting it on a general in the field; therefore, I can: believe the Secretary of War evaded, but neglected, the p formance of this duty. The Secretary of War was 1 Armstrong, who was a cautious, but not a cowardly, rr in the discharge of duty. Having all the facts, it was clea the duty of the Executive Department of the Governme in a great emergency, unless Congress was in session; tl the matter might be submitted to Congress, for it M making war on Spain.
From m July to November  General Jackson waited instructions, having asked to be allowed to enter Flor and deal with the Spanish Governor, who was openly zscent upon Pensacola and reduce it ? If so, I promise youtheWest India station, the fol-ncentratinged, tu besee,effectual means of populating that section of the Union.
